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February 13, 2024 
 
RE: Annual Acknowledgement and Adherence to L.A. Care Blood Lead Screening Guidelines  
 
Dear Contracted Provider,  
 
The Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) released All Plan Letter (APL) 20-016 titled, “Blood Lead Screening 
of Young Children,” requiring blood lead screening tests for all children under the age of six (6) by all Medi-Cal Managed 
Care Health Plans (MCPs). As part of this APL, L.A. Care Health Plan (L.A. Care) must identify children without a 
record of the required blood lead screening test quarterly and share this data with network providers. Medi-Cal children 
should receive a lead screening at 12 and 24 months, and children up to 72 months without documented screening should 
be tested. 
 
In 2021, L.A. Care fulfilled APL 20-016 by providing a monthly lead screening report on the Provider Portal. 
 
Effective immediately, L.A. Care requires five actions from Direct Network: 

1) Download the lead screening report quarterly. 
2) Share the lead screening reports quarterly with your contracted providers and clinics. 
3) Ensure providers document anticipatory guidance (oral or written) and lead test refusals in the member’s medical 

record. 
4) Take appropriate action for abnormal blood lead values: Follow up with members and local health authorities 

when required.  
5) Upon request, provide a detailed response to actions 1-4.  

 
In some cases, we have noticed that testing is being performed late. Early detection is crucial, and we strongly encourage 
timely lead screenings to ensure the health and well-being of our young members. 
 
We have attached resources to assist you with your lead screening practices, including a sample refusal form and an 
educational flyer, which provide valuable information and guidelines. 
 
Please complete the attached attestation (Acknowledgement of Distribution and Use of L.A. Care Blood Lead 
Screening Report), affirming your participation in these lead screening actions. Return the completed attestation to 
EPOCommunications@lacare.org by February 23, 2024, and yearly thereafter.  
 
For questions about accessing and using the Lead Screening Report on the Provider Portal, please contact Provider 
Relations at ProviderRelations@lacare.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Felix Aguilar, MD, MPH, FAAFP 
Medical Director, Quality Health Service 
 
Enclosure (1 – Attestation) 
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RE: Acknowledgement of Distribution and Use of L.A. Care Blood Lead Screening Report 
 
 
___________________________________________ attests that we are reviewing and downloading the 
blood lead screening report placed on the L.A. Care Provider Portal. We will download the report quarterly 
and distribute the data from the blood lead screening reports to our contracted providers and clinics. We 
will ensure that our contracted providers and clinics document anticipatory guidance in the member’s 
medical records and that they take appropriate action with abnormal blood lead levels. We acknowledge 
that L.A. Care may request at unspecified dates and times details about the blood lead screening report 
distribution to the providers and clinics.  
 
 
 
__________________________________________                            _________________________ 
Delegate Representative Signature                                                         Date 
 
 
 
 
Please return attestation form to EPOCommunications@lacare.org by February 23, 2024.  
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REFUSAL OF LEAD TESTING 
 
My child’s primary care provider has fully explained: 
 The purpose and benefits of lead testing my child. 
 The risks and consequences of my child not taking a lead test. 
 
I understand that the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) states: 
 The only way to know if your child had lead poisoning is through a blood test. 
 Most children get tested at one (1) and two (2) years old. Some children over two (2) years also need 

to get tested. Children can be screened up to six (6) years of age if they have not been screened.  
 Lead can harm a child’s brain. Most children who have lead poisoning do not look or act sick. 
 
I still choose not to consent to lead testing for my child.  
 
Reason(s) for refusal:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Patient/Child Name: ______________________________ Patient Date of Birth: _______________ 
 
Parent / Guardian Signature: ________________________________ Date: ___________________ 

Clinic Use Only 
 

Reasons why parent / guardian is not able to sign Refusal of Lead Testing Form:  
 
 
Provider / clinic signature / stamp: ____________________________ Date: ______________ 
 
Please keep this form and include it in the patient’s medical record. 
 
MRN#: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 







LEAD 
POISONING
ENVENENAMIENTO
POR PLOMO

Provider(s): If you would like to order any additional copies of the 
educational material, please contact us at quality@lacare.org  

or call us at 213.694.1250 x4172

Prevent Lead 
Poisoning:
Evite el envenenamiento 
por plomo: 

Talk with Your 
Doctor. 
Hable con su médico.

Get Your Child 
Tested. 
Hágale pruebas a su hijo.

Get Your Home
Tested.
Hágale pruebas a su casa.

For more information, contact the Los Angeles County Department of Public 
Health, Childhood Lead Poisoning Program (CLPP) hotline at (800) LA-4-LEAD.
Para obtener más información, llame a la línea directa del Programa de Prevención del Envenenamiento Infantil por Plomo  
(Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program, CLPPP) del Departamento de Salud Pública (Department of Public Health)  
del condado de Los Ángeles al  (800) LA-4-LEAD.

Get the Facts.
Infórmese.
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Most children who have lead poisoning 
do not look or act sick.

La mayoría de los niños que sufren envenenamiento por plomo
no parecen ni se comportan como si estuvieran enfermos.

LEAD   A HIDDEN DANGER

Swallowing or breathing lead can cause lead poisoning. Children under 2 years of 
age are at the highest risk. Lead can be found in paint, toys, and candy, pottery and 
some home remedies. Symptoms of lead poisoning may include:

	 Headaches/nausea
	  	 Weakness
	  	 Trouble eating, sleeping, or paying attention

Talk to your child’s doctor if you think your child has been exposed to lead.

A simple blood test will let you know for sure.
Work with your child’s doctor to find ways to lower lead exposure.
Getting your home tested for lead is a good place to start.

To learn more, contact the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health,  
Childhood Lead Poisoning Program hotline at (800) LA-4-LEAD.
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